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“She ( Madame Halide’ Edib ) has a distinguished
career as a teacher, journalist, author, statesman,

social worker and soldier.”

Edward Mead Earle.
Associate Professor of History in Barnard
College and Calumbia University.
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during those three months.”
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Russia to us politically in the way we then thought was possible..
Thy themselves follow distinct and natioual lines, and dlffer from.
us very much. Besides they would object to being interfered with
by the Ottoman Turks, however much they may admire our
literature. The elements and influences which are building their
culture, are distinctly Russian while those of the Ottoman Turks are
distinctly Western. The utmost possible political connection.
and perhaps the most desirable political connection in the far
future between the Turks up to the Caspian sea and the Ottoman.
Turks would be that of federal states, giving a large and free
margin to both elements to realise their individual culture and
progress. But if such a time ever comes, I am not sure that
Armenia and Georgia and even Persia will not be ripe to join the
Turkish united states and form a strong whole to protect their

integrity from Russia as well as from European invasions and.
domination,”
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the truth in frank and unashamed defense of her
countrymen...... Its account of the Nationalist move-
ment, for example, is more detached, objective ana
reflective, It shows how deep-rooted in the past are some
of the two revolutionary reforms of 1908—1909 and
1919-25. It makes persistent and salutary distinction
between things essentially Ottoman and things essentially
Turkish. It views modern Turky in world persfective—
attributing the present dictatc.>rship, in part at least, to a
general post-war reaction against democracy as a
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As a whole, ‘college had a liberating effect upon me,
giving me a much greater balance and opening up to
ine the possibility of a personal life with enjoyments of
a much gnore varied kind. Some of the already strong
tendencies of my thought also now found new vistas
into wider paths.

I was most concerned with matters of religion, and
I was in a questioning and critical mood in that respect.
The reverent and emotional tendencies of my soul,
and its absolute need of a spiritual reality higher than
the human realities I had so far touche'd, was foremost.
I had been hitherto a faithful Moslem in heart and
practice, but I was not orthodox in mind. Somehow
the Sunni teaching did not satisfy me ; and I believed,
like Gazali, that the door of #%ikas ( TI®= foel) could
not be closed against any one and that the mind could
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not rightly be required to accept any barriers in its.
continual search for higher truths, which should properly
strengthen rather than weaken its faith. I had an
infinite longing for the infinite, in religious thought as in
every other thought activity, and I was ready to refuse a
salvation and felicity in which all mankind could not
share, I would plunge into any kind of knowledge the
pursuit of which was recommended by the extra-
ordinarily free and tolerant spirit of Islam, which I felt
to be struggling against the conventions and<he secu-
larization of the Sunni Church. The simple saying of
Mohammad, “Search knowledge though it be in China.”
( the most improbable and remote region to an Arab’s
mind ) I always regarded with reverence. I plunged
into a passionate study of religious creeds, and
strangely enough I felt charmed and soothed by reading
of Buddha. This seemed to me to be the creed which

came nearest to promising a universal happiness.” (3)

31 oY AfETer caigNE e Teee >ifem e i —

«The philosophical and mystical beauty of Persian

(>) Memoirs. (1st. edition, 1926 ) Pp. 190-192 and 195.
G
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literature with its exquisite delicacy of form made me
feel that there is a spirituality and significance in form
when it attains to the heights which it undoubtedly
has in Persian literature. But its very perfection is a
danger to any other literature and art which falls under
its sway. It acts upon them very powerfully and
always in the direction of destroying originality. The
admirers and imitators of the Persian culture were
entirely enslaved and chained by its form as well as
by its gpirit, and any slavery to form creates rigid and
conventional artists.” (3)
° | T AR @ oA @rera s gife e i—
— “Its mere form, so inimitably beautiful, im-
pressed me as something almost spiritual. Yet I did
not linger long with the stylists. It was the French
soul in its fastidious insistence upon beauty, and still
more upon truth, which held me in subjection. Good
old Daudet with his warm, loving, and tender soul I
always adored,”......“Zola has remained as perhaps the

most powerful educator of my soul.” ()

(3) * Memoirs. ( 1st. edition, 1926 ) P. 183.
(R) Memoirs. ( rst. edition, 1926 ) P. 208.
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“Shakespere with his amazing genius had created
much of his own English, expressing psychological and
philosophical complications of the subtlest order with
words never before so employed...... Shakespere, al-
though more impersonal than any other human genius
that I know, revealed the dominant personality of his
mind to me. ...... He made me feel clearly that there
s such a thing as a difference between man andewoman
in art, in religion, and in all forms of culture. I cannot
say that one is higher than the other, but they are
distinctly different. The highest art and the highest
beauty may be revealed by persons of either sex in-
differently. Genius is a divine gift which either a
womman or a man may have ; and sometimes indeed it
isa woman who may express the man’s note in art
while a man may express the woman’s. It does not
depend on their sex; it depends on the quality of
their souls.

For me, both our poét Suleiman Dede’ and Jesus
Christ in their sublime note of love strike the supreme
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note of woman in religion and art; while Mohammad
and Shakespere sound the highest note of man, or
rather the male note in the same realms. Itis strange
to admit that what Mohammad gave me in religion,
Shakespere gave me in art. There is no Christian
feelimg in Shakespere. Heis a man, clearly chanting
the creative manliness of his barbaric ancestors toning
them down to the harmony, indeed bringing into formal
beauty the chaotic ideas of their dreams and struggles,
and pai;)ting them in terms with which every human
being in every decade of history may become familiar,
Mohammad, though the last Semitic prophet, is not
influenced in his soul to any great extent by the series
of prophetic predicessors who left behind them their
tradition and their prophetic art. Though somewhat
impressed by the organising power and the manly
capacity of Moses, he is otherwise but little touched
by the Jewish art in the Old Testament, which not in~
frequently reaches a strident note of complaint some-
times very beautiful but usually very hysterical. The
sublime but womanly gestures of Christ did not touch

Mohammad either, In his love, in his pity, in his social
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organisation and his whole conception of life bdth
here and hereafter, Mohammad is essentially a man.
The mys-tic and somewhat sickly tendencies of his own
people had to find satisfaction by infiltrations from
other sources into his clear and well-balanced creed ;
while the manly tone with which Christianity was
tempered by means of its iron organisation of later years
all came from church organizers and personalities
of somewhat Roman tendencies rather than from
‘Christ’s own teachings.” (5)

¢ Tz offywel aveg zifem fafdags i—

LA When a woman suffers because of her husband’s
secret love-affairs, the pain may be keen, but its quality
is different. Whan a second wife enters her home
and usurps half her power, she is a public martyr and -
feels herself our object of curiosity and pity....... I have
heard polygamy discussed as a future possibility in
Europe in recent years by sincere and intellectual
people of both sexes. “As there is informal polygamy
and man is polygamous by nature, why not have the

sanction of the law ?” they’say.

(5) Memoirs ( 1st. edition, 1926 ) P. P. 220-222,
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Whatever theories people may hold asto what
should or should not be the ideal tendencies as regards
the family constitution ; there remains one irrefutable
fact about the human heart, to whichever sex it may
belong. It is almost organic in us to suffer where we
have to share the object of our love, whether that
love be sexual or otherwise. I belive indeed that there
are as many degrees and forms of jealousy as there are
degrees and forms of human affection. But even
supposing that time and education are able to tone
down thfS very elemental feeling, the family problem
will still not be solved ; for family is the primary unit
of human society, and it is the integrity of this smallest
division which is, as a matter of fact, in question. The
nature and consequences of the suffering of the wife,
who in the same house shares lawfully with a second
and equal partner, differs both in kind and in degree
from that of the woman who shares’ him with a
temporary mistress. In the former case, it must also
be borne in hind, the suffering extends to two very
often considerable groups of people—children, servants,
and relations—two whole groups whose interests are from

9



Tifewl g

the very nature of the case more or less antagonistic,
and who are living in a destructive atmosphere of
mutual distrust and a struggle for supremacy.

On my own childhood,, polygamy and its results
produced a very ugly and distressing impression, The
constant tension in our home made every simple cere-
mony seem like a physical pain, and the consciousness
of it hardly ever left me.” (3)

© | AOR AECE Qferwre wieae—

“The world was after all what it should be; its
aspect could be changed according to the use we made
of it ; its colour depended on the lenses through which
we looked at it; and its hardness or softness, its pain-
fulness or soothing power, depended on our personal
handling of it.” (])

1| e frare anffar coliele frgares W
Aareans= Ff3 gifem fafamioes -—
“Tewfik Fikret attacked above all else these two

things : tyranny and religion. Being a man sans peur

(3) Memoirs. ( 1st edition, 1926. ) Pp. 143—145.
(k) Memoirs, ( 1st. edition, 1926. ) P. 230.
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et sans. reproche, he did not realise the social and
individual value of religion, its importance in human
morals and culture, its historic necessity to complete
the social evolution in the early stages of the human
society, He saw only how man in general suffered
from tyranny and the narrow rule of the churches, how
men rent each other in the name of religion all over
the world, and what political use they made of creeds
and of their gods.” (s)

v | Zifewig TCe nationalism9g wd—

“'ﬁle individual or the nation in order to under-
stand its fellow-men or its fellow-nations, in order to
create beauty and to express its personality, must go
deep down to the roots of its being and study itself
sincerely. The process of this deep self-duty, as well as
its results, is nationalism.” '

31 iR 99 917 g7 s Qifem ferfemioes i—

“How [ hated it (ZFIqA) and all the bloody
inhuman side of religion, which commands people to
shed blood and hurt helpless creatures.” ()

" R) Memoirs,.....( 1st. edition, 1926 ) P. 101
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